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 
Grades 11 & 12  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.11-12.2 Determine the 
central ideas or conclusions of a text; summarize 
complex concepts, processes, or information 
presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler 
but still accurate terms. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.11-12.10 By the end of grade 
12, read and comprehend science/technical texts in 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

CCSS for Science &  

Technical Subjects 
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 
  

Percent of Students by Frequency of Reading for Fun 
  

Age 17 
Almost 

Every Day 

Once or 

Twice a 

Week 

Once or 

Twice a 

Month 

A Few 

Times a Year 

Never or 

Hardly Ever 

1984 31% 33% 17% 10% 9% 

2004 22% 30% 15% 14% 19% 

Source:  U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics 

Why Are We Concerned? 



 
College = Reading – Hundreds of Pages Per Week! 

 52% of Graduates Taking the ACT in 2012 Met the 
Reading Benchmark 

 In the Fields of Education, IT, and Marketing the 
Projected Demand for Jobs is Greater Than the 
Projected Supply of Workers Based on 2012 ACT 
Statistics 

 25% of 2012 Graduates Fell Short In the Four Subjects 
with Readiness Benchmarks (English, Reading, 
Math, Science) 

 

College or Career Readiness 

The Condition of College & Career 
Readiness 2012 ACT 



 

“Reading is stupid.” 

“I hate reading.” 

“Reading is for people   
 who have nothing better 
 to do.”  

Have you ever heard… 



   

~2007 study 

To Read or Not to Read 

“Although there has been measurable 
progress in recent years in reading ability 
at the elementary school level, all 
progress appears to halt as children enter 
their teenage years.” 



 

“Today, many students don’t 
know how to read things with a 
grain of salt.  So how do we go 
about fixing this?  Well, first we 
have to get them to read, then 
get them to read critically.” 

   ~Ben Johnson, Edutopia 



 
“Older struggling readers will never become 

fluent and proficient readers unless teachers 
design interventions that dramatically increase 
the volume of reading that they do.” ~Richard 
Allington 

Expertise requires an investment of ten 
thousand hours.  What leads to greatness?  
Hours of practice. Hours and Hours.  Readers, 
too, become great when they have many hours 
of practice.  ~Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell 

The experts 



 

“Every kid needs a 
home run book.” 

“All you need is to 
match a kid to a book.” 

 
Penny  Kittle 

 



 

 

 

 

Sustained Silent Reading 
(SSR) 



 
 The bottom line: I will not place a tight filter on what is 

read in this class and I’m asking for your support in 
this.  I hope you will talk to your child about what he/she 
is reading this year. If you want me to more closely 
monitor your child’s choices this year, by all means, call 
me and we’ll work out a plan to which we can both 
contribute. 

 IF YOU SIGN THIS, IT MEANS YOU UNDERSTAND 
BOOKS WON’T BE BANNED IN MY CLASSROOM 
AND YOUR CHILD WILL BE ALLOWED TO CHOOSE 
WHAT HE/SHE READS.  STUDENTS WILL NOT BE 
FORCED TO READ A TITLE. 

 

Parent Letter 





Having books for 
students to select 
from is helpful, but it 
does not have to be 
elaborate. 



 

Teacher book talk 









 

 



  

 

 
Dresden Files Book Review 

 



 

Does this really work? 

Corey, initially 
a reluctant 
reader, has read 
13 books since 
we started our 
SSR program. 
-Auto Mechanics 



 

A very reluctant reader… 

Last year, Jeff 
refused to read a 
book.  This year, 
he has read three 
books, The Hunger 
Games series.  
~Auto Body Repair 



Here is 
what 

students 
have said…  

 
from Auto 
Mechanics 



…and a 
student 

from Auto 
Body 

Repair 



 

“You’ve turned me into some sort of 
crazy reader. Can I get the next book?”  

“Can you get me the next book in this 
series?” 

“I loved this book so much I went and 
bought the next one.” 

“Hey Mrs. Stairs-I just finished my 5th 
book!” 

 
 

 

SSR has changed our 
reading culture… 



ITA AM ITA PM WPD AM WPD PM ABR AM ABR PM AMT AM AMT PM

Average 7.0 3.5 6.3 5.2 3.6 3.5 2.3 3.3
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Average Books per Student  



ITA AM ITA PM WPD AM WPD PM ABR AM ABR PM AMT AM AMT PM

Books 70 35 19 62 68 60 49 23
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386 Total Books Read 

with 99 Students Reporting  



 

  

Employment Data 

  

Reading Level 

Employed  

Full-Time or  

Part-Time 

Not in Labor Force Unemployed 

Proficient Readers 78% 18% 3% 

Basic Readers 56% 38% 6% 

Below Basic 

Readers 
45% 50% 5% 

Source:  U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics 

The Bottom Line 



 

 

 www.tbaisdctc.weebly.com 

 

 Click on the tab “For the Love of 
Reading.” 

For more information 
and resources 

http://www.tbaisdctc.weebly.com/

